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This demonstration database shows how to display a calendar on a report without using any ActiveX or third party controls. The date boxes on the calendar can be filled in with different colours to show more information for a project.

To test the program just unzip the download file and copy the Report Calendar Demo.mdb file to your hard disk (in a trusted location for Access 2007 or later). When the database loads, the Project Selection form is displayed. To test the report just click on one of the projects in the list box and click the Print Project button, the report shows the 12 months of the year with the dates for the selected project highlighted in a different colour (each project has its own colour).

This demo program does not provide any means of changing the project information such as the dates, colours, etc since the demo is purely showing the calendar techniques. If you should want to change any project parameters you can open the table tblProjects and edit the data there.
Program Operation.

The main calendar report is made up of 12 separate sub-reports, one for each calendar month which are copied to the main report. Each monthly sub-report is identical except for the names of the sub-reports which are rptMonth01 for January, rptMonth02 for February and so on. Each sub-report has just one line of code which calls the main subroutine in the Code Module modCalendarCode, this routine then fills the sub-report boxes with the appropriate information for that month. Since the same routine in the module (ShowCalendarDates) is used for all months, it is easy to change the code in this routine to change the operation of every month sub-report. The sub-routine call in the sub-report is shown below -
    ShowCalendarDates  Me.Report, Right(Me.Name, 2), Year(Parent!txtStartDate)

The Me.Report designates the sub-report object so that the sub-routine knows which sub-report is to be used. The Right(Me.Name,2) parameter passes the last two characters of the sub-report name to the routine to indicate which month is being updated. It is important, therefore, to make sure that the sub-report names end with the appropriate two digit number of the month, 01 for January, 02 for February, etc. The last parameter defines the year which, in this case, is taken from the parent report which, in turn, is defined by the project dates.
To use these reports in your own project just import the 12 sub-reports, rptMonth01 to rptMonth12 and the module modCalendarCode into your project. You could also import the main report, rptCalendar if you don’t already have a report to use for the calendar report. If you are using your own main report to show the calendar months you should insert each sub-report onto your main report, delete the sub-report label (and I usually set the Border Style property of the sub-form to Transparent which looks better). You will also need to provide a field which holds the year for all the months on the report and set the third parameter in the sub-routine call (shown above) to reference that field.

If you are making changes to the calendar months which depend on data in other tables then you will need to include suitable code in the main sub-routine in the modCalendarCode module to do this. See the code supplied for one example of how to do this.

Peter Hibbs.

peter.hibbs@btinternet.com
